MIDSOMER  NORTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  JRedieal  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1905. 


To  the  Midsomer  Norton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  present  my  report  of 
health  for  the  year  1905,  together  with  the  tables 
of  statistics  required  by  the  Local  Government 
B  iard  . 

Population. — Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  at  6118. 

Geology.  —The  soil  in  the  valleys  is  clay  over- 
lying  conglomerate  rock  ;  on  the  high  grounds 
reddish  loam  overlying  beds  of  lias.  The  land  is 
mainly  pasture,  and  is  well-timbered  in  places. 
The  wat°r  supply  in  the  fields  is  chiefly  derived 
from  shallow  wells  on  the  hills  and  from  ponds  and 
streams  in  the  lowlands. 

Occupations. — Coal-mining,  agriculture,  manu¬ 
facturing  boots  and  shoes,  and  brewing. 

Births.  —The  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  174  :  97  bovs  and  77  girls,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  28*4  per  1000  persons  living  in  the 
district. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  :  -» 


• 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1st  quarter  ... 

...  19 

27 

46 

2nd  quarter 

...  21 

20 

41 

3rd  quarter... 

...  27 

16 

43 

4th  quarter 

...  30 

14 

44 

97 

77 

174 

Deaths.  -  The  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  was  61  37  males  and  24  females— giving 

a  death-rate  of  9'97  per  1000  persons  living  in  the 
district. 


The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  in  each 
quarter  of  the  year,  with  the  respective  death- 
rates  :  — 


1st  quarter  .. 

Males. 

.  13 

Females. 

10 

Total. 

23 

Rate 
per  1000. 
15-03 

2nd  quarter.. 

.  5 

1 

6 

3  9 

3rd  quarter  .. 

.  9 

8 

17 

11-2 

4th  quarter.. 

.  10 

5 

15 

9  8 

37 

24 

61 

9-9 

The  following  table  gives  the  mortality  in  the 
various  localities  of  the  district  :  — 


Midsomer  Norton  and  Welton 

Clandown  ...  . 

Downside 

Westfields 

Clapton . 


48 

7 

4 

1 

1 


The  causes  of  death  at  all  ages  were  : — 


Meningitis  . 1 

Senile  Decay  ...  3 
Spina  Bifida  ...  ...  1 

Valvular  Heart  Dis¬ 
ease  ...  ...  3 

Sudden  attack  of 

Heart  Failure  ...  1 
Diseased  Liver  ...  1 
Cerebral  Hoemorrhage  1 
Cerebral  Softening  ...  2 
Anterior  Polio- 
Myolitis  ...  ..  1 

Acute  Bronchitis  ...  2 
Chronic  Bronchitis..  6 

Phthisis  . 3 

Laryngitis  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia  3 
Chronic  Rheumatism  1 
Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Diabetes  .  1 

Pemphigus  Neona¬ 
torum  . 1 


Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Measles  . 5 

Pneumonia . 2 

Cancer  ...  ...  3 

Carcinoma  Mammse  1 
Premature  Birth  ...  2 

Exposure  . 1 

Accident  . 1 

Chronic  Nephritis  ...  1 
Syncope  ..  ...  2 

Cerebral  Tumour  ...  1 
Acute  Partum 
lloemorrbage  ...  1 
General  Wasting  ...  1 
Inanition  ...  ...  2 

Enteritis  . 1 

Acute  Rheumatism...  1 
Caroinoma  of  Uterus  1 
Carcinoma  of  Pylorus  1 


The  following  are  the  ages  at  which  death  took 


place 

Under  12  months  of  age  ...  ...  15 

1  year  and  under  5  years  ...  ,..  8 

5  years  and  under  15  years  ..,  ...  3 

25  years  and  under  65  years  ...  ...  18 

65  years  and  upwards  ...  .  17 


There  were  15  deaths  under  one  year,  which 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  86‘3. 

The  causes  of  infant  mortality  were  :  — 


Acute  Bronchitis  ...  1 
Broncho-Pneumonia  1 
Measles  ...  ...  1 

Endocarditis  ...  1 

Laryngitis  . 1 

Enteritis  ...  ...  1 

Spina  Bifida  .  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  ...  2 


Cardiac  Syncope  ...  1 
General  Wasting  ...  1 
Congenital  Heart  Dis¬ 
ease  . 1 

Inanition  following 
Premature  Birth...  2 
Pemphigus  Neona¬ 
torum  . 1 


The  following  deaths  have  taken  place  from 
among  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  : — 

Measles  .  5  Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Giving  a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  98  per  1000  in¬ 
habitants  in  the  district. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  following  cases  have 
been  notified  during  the  year  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Diphtheria 
Chicken  Pox 


7 

8 
2 

21 


38 

Sickness.— Whooping  cough  and  influenza  and 
the  zymotic  diseases  were  prevalent  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  There  were  also  numerous 
cases  of  whooping  cough  during  the  second  quarter. 
An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  third 
quarter,  making  it  necessary  to  close  the  Schools 
for  four  weeks.  A  second  outbreak  of  the  same  dis¬ 
ease  ocourred  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year 
in  the  Welton  district,  the  cases  being  less 
numerous.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  isolated 
at  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  the  other  five 
cases  which  occurred  were  isolated  at  their  respec¬ 
tive  homes. 

Sanitation  :  Isolation  Hospital. — The  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  two  cottages  now  used  as  an  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  district.  I  would  again  draw  the  Council’s 
attention  to  the  fact  that  no  arrangements  exist 
for  the  immediate  isolation  of  small-pox  patients. 

Disinfection. — No  apparatus  is  provided  for 
disinfecting  clothing  and  bedding.  Sulphur  and 
formalin  fumigation  and  washing  with  carbolic 
acid  are  in  use  for  rooms. 

Prevention  of  Consumption. — The  district  would 
derive  benefit  if  a  system  of  voluntary  notification 
of  death  from  phthisis  was  adopted.  It  would 
then  be  possible  to  disinfect  the  rooms  occupied  by 
phthisical  patients. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — A  number  of 
new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year, 
chiefly  in  Radstock-road,  North-road  and  at 
Norton  hill.  From  a  health  point  of  view,  the 
pathways  and  approaches  to  new  houses  and 
terraces  are  still  insufficiently  considered.  Many 
back-to-back  cottages  still  remain,  and  have  no 
through  ventilation. 

Water  Supply.—  An  i  nproved  supply  has  been 
obtaino  1  from  the  Council’s  springs  at  Chilcomp- 
ton.  Since  the  construction  of  the  dam  enclosing 
the  spring  the  supply  has  Deen  good,  and  the 
analysis  of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 


Pathways.— Footways  are  much  needed  at  the 
road  sides  ;  the  accommodation  for  pedestrians  is 
exceedingly  inferior  and  scanty,  compared  with 
other  towns  of  the  same  sDe. 

House  Refuse  and  Scavenging. — The  removal  of 
house  and  other  refuse  is  not  undertaken  by  the 
Council.  I  can  only  urge  the  Council  again  to 
adopt  some  measure  for  its  frequent  removal.  Such 
a  system  as  now  exists  should  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  in  a  town  with  the  population  of  Mid- 
somer  Norton. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Midsomer  Norton  and 
Clandown  are  to  a  large  extent  sewered.  Earth 
closets  and  cesspits  are  still  in  vogue  at  Downside 
and  Clapton.  Westfield,  Norton-hill-terraces  and 
Norton-villas  are  without  drains.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
the  contemplated  drainage  schemes  for  the  above 
localities  will  be  carried  out  during  1906. 

Provision  against  Fire. — The  Radstock  Fire 
Brigade  are  under  an  agreement  to  attend  fires 
with  an  engine.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near 
future  that  the  means  of  extinguishing  fires  will  be 
nearer  at  hand.  A  fire  escape  is  also  required. 


Slaughter  Houses. — Three  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  in  use  in  Midsomer  Norton. 

Mortuary,  —The  necessity  for  the  provision  of  a 
mortuary  for  the  district  has  been  repeatedly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — These  are 
inspected  periodically,  and  a  register  is  kept. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. — There  are 
11  factories,  7  bake-houses  and  56  workshops  on 
the  register  in  the  district.  With  a  view  to  meet¬ 
ing  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  208  inspections 
have  been  made  ng  the  year,  and  arising  from 
these  19  notices  of  defects  have  been  served.  The 
register  has  been  revised,  and  the  required  table, 
duly  fi’led  up,  is  appended.  The  number  of  out¬ 
workers  is  26. 

Details  of  house-to-house  inspections  and  cases 
of  overcrowding  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector’s  annus'  report. 

Appended  are  the  tables  of  statistics. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  BULLEID, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Harvey  &  Woodland,  Printers,  “Journal"  Office 
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